Committee proposes room tax to pay for skate park, trails 
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Journal staff 
A proposal for a new Portage County Youth Soccer facility fared well Wednesday night as the Long-Range Room Tax Committee attached dollar amounts to its recommendations for the doling out of roughly $700,000 between 2007 and 2011. 

The committee weighed the merits of 16 project proposals, including plans for a sculpture park, an expanded children's museum and a skateboard facility at Goerke Park. Debate centered around the appropriateness of using room tax funds for several projects. 

"I think 75 (thousand dollars) is a lot of money for a party," said committee member Kari Kussow, referring to the number initially requested for the Point 150 festival, which will celebrate the city's 150th anniversary celebration. Other committee members, however, stressed the financial and emotional importance of a large-scale city commemoration, with member Bill Berry saying the event could draw national coverage. Ultimately, the festival was allotted $48,700 for the year 2007. 

The skate park, which had originally drawn 12th in the committee's informal preferential ranking at last month's meeting, ended up with a suggestion of $100,000 spread out between 2008 and 2009. 

A proposal from Portage County Youth Soccer drew the largest sum, with the committee opting to fund the $142,000 construction of a parking lot, lights and fencing for a facility in 2007 and put $25,000 toward a grandstand in 2009. One member remarked the project "epitomized the room tax fund," due in part to the likelihood that tournaments will provide sizable revenue sources. 

Other projects included the Heartland Bike and Nordic Ski Trail, which received a suggestion of $13,700; the Downtown Mural Project, for which the committee suggested $10,000 yearly through 2011; the Pointer Baseball Dugout Project, $10,000; the Audubon Society, $8,000 for signs for birding trails in 2007, and $17,000 for maps and trails in 2009; the Midwest Renewable Energy Association, $1,600 for bus transport for their 2007 Renewable Energy and Sustainable Living Fair; Friends of 2713 historic train roof repair project, $10,000 in 2008; Stevens Point Girls Softball/Baseball, $30,000 in 2008; a proposal for an Iverson Dock on the Plover River, $6,000; the Children's Museum and a Sculpture Park, $10,000 each for feasibility studies; and $223,000 reserved for the purchase of green space or for other unforeseen projects until 2011. 

All recommendations are subject to review from the Finance Committee, the Board of Parks Commissioners, and eventually Common Council. 

